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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” telephone 
number 12807 Central. A statement of the objects and work of 
the Branch will be found on p. 390. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, among other exhibits :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. 





Date. Page. 





Specimens of Chinese Padlocks and Keys... won | 9th Aug., 1906 | 255 
Foreign Cotton Goods sold at Tangier __... ove .. | 12th July, 58 
Cotton grown in Natal epe , ost ~ 99 82 
‘Tin of United States Ename! Paint sold in Peru.. 8 ie 10 
American Cottons sold at Chinkiang (small cuttings) ... | 28th June, 637 
List of Chinese written characters suitable for novelties 

for the Chinese market... cee cee eee ” 99 621 
Specimen of Chinese Students’ uniform... sac ... | dlst May, 407 
Cotton grown in Spain os ane +e eve eo. | 24th ,, : 382 
Zapupe fibre from Mexico ... ces eh Ee 324 
Guatemala cotton said to be weevil-resisting ove ... | 19th April 128 
Cotton cloth manufactured at Ichang ogee - m 126 
Raw Argentine cotton, bobbins of yarn and patterns of 

knitted material from Buenos Ayres ... eee “|= 36 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal and Orange River 


Colony. Statements of the objects and work of these Enquiry 
Offices will be found on p. 391. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA: 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Office, 17, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence 
further information regarding them may be 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A firm in the North of England have asked 
to be placed in communication with Canadian producers and 
exporters of cheese, butter and apples. 
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A London company with good connections are prepared to take 
up any really good Canadian speciality for which a demand can be 
created in Great Britain. They are also in a position to act as 
indent agents for Canadian firms. 

The owners of a patent invention for manufacturing bottles are 
desirous of interesting Canadian firms in the trade with a view to 
the adoption of the system. They are also desirous of disposing 
of their rights in patent burners for liquid fuel. 

A London firm interested in the import of Canadian beans 
desire to get into communication with producers and exporters. 

Canadian Enquiries—A manufacturer’s representative who is 
contemplating a journey through Canada desires to correspond 
with British firms wishing to increase their connection in the 
Dominion, or to appoint agents. 

A London (Ontario) firm have asked to be placed in communi- 
cation with lithographers manufacturing labels for the fruit and 
fish canning business. 

A correspondent at Vancouver, B.C., wishes to communicate 
with English manufacturers of cash registers. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


CAPE COLONY. 

e ‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” announces that 

tenders are invited for the supply of the whole 

Steam Coal. or any portion of the following quantities of 

steam coal required for the service of the 
Railway Department during the period from 1st January, 1907, to 
31st December, 1907 :— 
127,800 tons (or as alternative 166,800 tons) of 2,240 lbs. of 
imported steam coal. 

Tenders will only be considered for the description of Welsh 
steam coal as approved and accepted by the Admiralty, and for 
Natal, Australian and New Zealand steam coal. 

A preference of 10 per cent. will be given to Natal coal as 
against other imported coal. 

A copy of the form of tender and conditions of contract, received 
from the Board of Trade Correspondent at Cape Town (Mr. E. J. 
Cattell) may be seen at the Commercial fend y Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, If.C. 

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted, and 
the right to accept the whole or any portion of the quantity tendered 
is reserved. 

Sealed tenders, addressed to the Chairman of the Tender Board, 
Control and Audit Office, Parliament Street, Cape Town, and 
suitably endorsed, will be received up to noon on the 3rd 


October, 1906. 
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CAPE COLON Y—continued. 


The “Gazette” also announces that tenders (alternative) are 
invited for the right of advertising at all 
dtstions ‘on Cape stations on the three systems of the Cape 

Government Railways for a period either 


Government = = of three or five years, from the Ist April, 
Railways. 1907 


Advertising at 


The tenders should specify the sum for the three systems 
combined (should tenderer desire the right of advertising on all 
systems), and for each system separately, that will be paid for the 
right of advertising at all stations. 

Conditions of contract and forms of tender are obtainable 
from the Agent-General of the Colony, 100, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W. 

No tender will be considered unless it is on the printed form 
provided by the Department, and deposited in the office of the 
Agent-General in London, or the Controller and Auditor-General, 
Cape Town, on or before the time due for its receipt. 

Sealed tenders, marked outside ‘‘'Tender for Advertising,” may 
be addressed either to the Agent-General for Cape Colony, 100, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W., or to the Controller and Auditor- 
General, Cape Town, and will be received at those offices, 
respectively, up to noon on 3lst October, 1906. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the highest or 
any tender. 





VICTORIA. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
aoa Jat; Agent-General for Victoria, 142, Queen 
ae Sees Vinee Street, London, E.C.:— 
to Trade. A Melbourne firm of druggists and chemists 
are desirous of obtaining representation in the United Kingdom. 


Note.—F or further information respecting the above, application 
should be made to the Agent-General for Victoria, 142, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C. 


The ‘Commonwealth Gazette” notifies that tenders will be 
received at the office of the Deputy Postmaster- 
General, Melbourne, until noon on Tuesday, 
18th September, 1906, for the supply and 
delivery, at Melbourne, of — 

1. Five miles of 78-pair lead-covered paper insulated telephone 
cable, with 20-lb. per mile conductors. 

2. Two and a half miles of 26-pair lead-covered paper insulated 
telephone cable, with 20-lb. per mile conductors. 

3. One and a quarter miles of 26-pair lead-covered paper 


Telephone and 
Telegraph Cable. 
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insulated telegraph cable, with 25-lb. per mile conductors. (The 
conductors to be insulated with two thicknesses of dry Manilla 
paper; the diameter and the capacity of the cable not being 
limited.) 

Tender forms embodying specification, general and _ special! 
conditions of contract, may be obtained at the General Post Offices, 
Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, and Adelaide. 

Tenders must be indorsed “Tender for ” (as the 
case may be), and be addressed to the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Melbourne. They may be deposited in the tender box at the 
General Post Office, Melbourne; if sent by post, they must be 
prepaid and registered. 

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 





QUEENSLAND. 


The following application has been received by the Agent-General 
for Queensland :— 
Trade Enquiry. ‘‘A gentleman who has been in Queensland 
for thirty years in the soft goods trade wishes 
to obtain the representation for Queensland of English manu- 
facturers (not necessarily of soft goods). He is now in London, 
and is leaving for Queensland on the 7th September.” 
Further particulars may be obtained from the Agent-General 
for Queensland, 1, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 





EGYPT: 


The Stores Department of the Egyptian State Railways Adminis- 
Sanit tration invite tenders for the supply of sanitary 
aos ary fittings according to the schedule attached to 
—_— the specification, copies of which may be 
obtained from Lieut.-Col. Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, Westminster, London, 8.W., on payment of 4s. each 
copy. 
‘Tenders, addressed to the General Manager of the Egyptian 
State Railways, Cairo, will be received up to the 24th September, 
and have to remain open for 40 days from that date. 
A copy of the specification may be seen at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) reports that tenders are 
invited by the Egyptian Ministry of Finance 

Olive Oil. for the supply of 7,390 ocques 272 dr. (about 
181°5 cwt.) of pure olive oil. Tenders made 

out on stamped paper of 30 milliémes, obtainable from Lt.-Col. 
Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, 
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London, S.W., and marked “ Offre pour la fourniture d’huile d’olive 
pure,’ should be addressed to “S.E. le Ministre des Finances du 
Gouvernment Egyptien,” San Stefano (Ramleh), where they will 
be received up to the 20th September, 1906. The conditions of 
tender (in French) may be seen at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 








EGYPT—SUDAN. 
Galvanised Iron Tanks, 
Safes, Brass Water Taps, See article on p. 355 containing notes on 
Iron Locks, Keys and trade in the Sudan. 
Door Knobs. 





RUSSIA: 


H.M. Consul at Riga (Mr. A. Woodhouse) reports that contrary 
to expectation there was a marked increase in 


Machinery, the import of industrial machinery (other than 
Metals, Cutlery ‘cultural) in 1905. indicat; q 
and Tools. agricuitura ) in , Indicating an advancing 


movement in favour of the trade of Riga. 

The imports of metals, cutlery and tools are steadily increasing, 
and Mr. Woodhouse has noted for some time a growing preference 
for articles of this category of British manufacture. (Foreign 


Office, Annual Series, 3,688.) 





SWEDEN. 


The “‘ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 19th August 
announces that the Municipality of Gothenburg 


P = he | is about to contract a loan of 15,000,000 kronor 
ae (about 833,3331.) for the carrying out of 
Construction. 


various public works, including port improve- 
ment works and the construction of bridges, an abattoir, a 
hospital, &c. 





NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. A. 8. MacGregor) reports that 
tenders are invited for the supply and erection 
of a signal and point lever box at Hundalen 
Station on the Ofoten Railway (one of the 
Norwegian State railways). 

Tenders are to be sent in sealed envelopes marked “ Anbud paa 
Leverance af Centralstilvaerk paa Hundalen,” to ‘ Driftsbestyrerens 
Kontor, Narvik,” by 3 p.m. on the 2nd October. 

Further particulars and conditions may be obtained from the 
same address against a deposit of 10 kr., which will be refunded 
when the drawings, &c., are returned. 


Signal and 
Point-Lever Box. 
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Note.—Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 


NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing) reports that the 
Colonial Office at The Hague will receive 





Railway tenders up to the 6th September next for the 
Material. ; ' 
supply and delivery of the following railway 
material : — 


Contract No. 422.—285,000 tirefonds. 

423.—115,000 hook bolts. 

424.—340 cast-iron supporting pots with appurte- 
nances for railway carriages. 

,, 425.—92 sets of traction and buffer arrangements, 
36 loose buffers, and 100 traction bolts 
with chain. 

Lit. U. 12.—Screw bolts. 
rr , V. 12.—Beam and “ Zores” iron. 
,, W.12.—Flat galvanised mild steel. 
» ». 12.—Mild steel. 
Particulars are obtainable from Mr, N ijhoff at The Hague, at a 
cost of 1s. 8d. for Contract 425, and 10d. for each of the other 


contracts. 


9? 39 


99 


b 


99 
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‘BELGIUM. 
The ‘‘Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of 19th August contains 
notices issued by the “ Société Nationale des 
Railway Plant. Chemins de Fer Vicinaux,” rue de la Science, 
14, Brussels, inviting tenders for the construc- 
tion of lines between :— 

1. Bellefontaine and Villers-devant-Orval, at the estimated cost 
of 304,654 fr. (about 12,190/.). A deposit of 30,000 fr. (about 
1,2001.) is required. 

2. The third section of the Poulseur-Sprimont-Trooz Railway, 
at the estimated cost of 101,990 fr. (about 4,079/.). A deposit of 
10,000 fr. (about 400/.) is required. 

3. Basel and Zwijndrecht, at the estimated cost of 120,888 fr. 
(about 4,835/.). A deposit of 12,000 fr. (about 4800.) is required. 
Tenders will be opened at the offices of the ‘‘ Société,” on 12th 
September in the case of 1, and 19th September in the cases of 2 
and 3; they should be posted in registered envelopes in order to be 
received not later than the day previous to that fixed for the adju- 
dication. Specifications may be obtained on payment of 1 fr. in 


each case. 
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BULGARIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Sofia(Mr. G. Toulmin) has forwarded copy 
Railway of a notice issued by the Bulgarian Directorate of 
Soscitenhtinn Railways and Ports, calling for tenders for the 

‘construction of a line of railway from Devna to 
Dobritch, a distance of 674 kilometres (about 42 miles). Conditions 
of contract, and plans, drawings, &c. (price 50 francs) may be 
obtained from the offices of the Directorate at Sofia. A deposit of 
275,000 frances, gold, (11,000/.), at the National Bank of Bulgaria 
is necessary to qualify any tender. Sealed tenders, marked “ Offre 
pour la construction de la ligne de Chemin de fer Devna- Dobritch,” 
will be received at Sofia up to 10 a.m. on the 17th September. 





SERVIA. 


The ‘“ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) states that 
Buildin tenders will shortly be invited by the Servian 
pre os Government for the construction of a new royal 
palace at the cost of 4,500,000 fr. (about 

180,000/.), and new parliamentary buildings at the cost of 
1,500,000 fr. (about 60,000/.). | 





ROUMANIA., 


The “Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) announces that tenders 

Sieteeinn will be opened on 24th September at the offices 

peers of the Municipality, Jassy, for carrying out 

‘  canalisation and water supply works in that 

town at the estimated cost of 8,547,401 lei (about 341,896/.) and 

1,887,607 lei (about 75,504.) respectively. Particulars may be 
obtained from the above-mentioned offices. 


The “‘ Bukarester Tagblatt” states that the Roumanian Govern- 
ment have granted exemption from taxes to 

Machinery. Gutheim Goldmann & Co. with respect to a 
ribbon factory to be established by them, and 

have also granted the duty free import of machinery, &c., to be 
used in connection with it. Similar exemption has been granted 
to Leopold Bach with respect to a brush manufactory in Piatra- 
Niamtz, and to Hartmann & Kleining with respect to a cotton 


wool and liniment factory. 





GUATEMALA. 
Railway Material. See p. 371. 
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ARGENTINA. 


The “ Boletin Oficial ” of the Argentine Republic notifies that the 

‘‘ Ministerio de Obras Piblicas” has submitted 
Railway Material. to Congress proposals from Messrs. Guesada 

and Gallo (address not stated) for the building 
of electric underground railways in Buenos Ayres, and from the 
‘‘ Ferrocarril Oeste ” (Great Western Railway) Company of Buenos 
Ayres for the extension underground of their line from the Calle 


Sadi Carnot to the harbour. 





CHINA. 


Referring to the notice on p. 407 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3lst May, the Acting British 

—— a and Consul at Kiungchow (Mr. Savage) calls atten- 
— tion to a new article of Japanese manufacture 
imported there, namely, cloth caps. They are of a semi-military 
type, and have been largely adopted by the students, most of 
whom have taken to wearing white or khaki suits of foreign 
make, ornamented with gorgeous brass buttons. ‘This innovation, 
remarks Mr. Savage, is a sign of the times, and shows the tendency 
of the educated classes to follow the lead of the Japanese in 
adopting certain outward characteristics of Western civilisation. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,687.) 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA: 

The ‘“ Indian Trade Journal ” announces that it is proposed to hold 
—— the annual Indian Industrial and Agricultural 
a 38 Exhibition this year at Calcutta early next 
Agrientare: December. Although the scope of the Exhibi- 
Exhibition at tion is confined to articles of indigenous growth 
Gareatte. and manufacture yet arrangements will be made 
for the exhibition of machinery and appliances of foreign manufac- 
ture which are likely to help and develop Indian industries. All 
communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary at the 

‘¢ Exhibition Office,” 62, Bowbazar Street, Calcutta. 





SPAIN. 


The German Consul in Madrid reports that an agricultural and 
ce industrial exhibition will be held in September 
Agricultura _ at Valladolid. Considerable activity is being 
Industria ' shown in Valladolid and neighbouring pro- 
Exhibition a vinces in the direction of improving and 
Valladolid. modernising agricultural methods. 
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Sudan.—The current issue of the Journal of the British 
Chamber of Commerce of Egypt publishes the following remarks 
by the Director of Customs in the Sudan, with a view to assist- 
ing merchants and intending traders :— 

‘“‘ Merchants should be careful to see that if lighterage or landing 
charges are levied, they are included in the freight rate. 

‘‘ All goods should be well packed, and the final destination 
marked in clear letters together with the port of discharge. 

‘“ Multiplicity of marks should be avoided ; most of the goods 
received from Egypt being packed in old cases, have three or 
four destinations marked on the packages, and wrong delivery is 
an almost constant complaint. 

‘Whisky, liquors and provisions should be packed in screw- 
fastened iron-bound cases, the increased cost of packing being 
amply justified by the decrease in breakages and _pilferages. 
Sugar should also be packed in iron-bound cases; the present 
cases are useless for camel transit, and do not stand ordinary 
handling. 

“ Bales of cotton should not exceed 500 kilos. in weight, and 
under no circumstances should bales over this size be shipped, 
unless specially ordered. 

“The Customs being ad valorem, shippers must supply their 
clearers with invoices showing the cost of the goods, c.i.f. Sudan. 

‘“‘ Merchants are advised to send out their own representatives.” 

A list of the articles mostly imported into the Sudan, with 
remarks thereon, is given in the Journal. Among the items 
mentioned may be noted the following :— 

Galvanized wron (water and oil) tanks find a ready sale, as 
also safes. Tanks could be utilised for packing purposes with 
advantage. 

Brass water taps.—Good quality recommended, as at present 
imports are of very inferior manufacture. 

Iron locks, keys, door knobs.—A very cheap and inferior quality 
of these articles is imported at present; good British fittings would 
find a ready sale. . 

The complete list may be seen at the Commerical Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Guatemala.—In his report for 1905 on the trade of Guatemala, 
Mr. H. A. R. Hervey, Chargé d’Affaires of H.M. Legation, 
says there is little change to be noted with regard to the 
general distribution of trade. ‘‘ We hold our own in cotton goods 
in general, and have done better in agricultural implements, but, 
generally speaking, in manufactures of iron and steel, machinery, 
ironmongery and the like, excepting only machinery for coffee, we 
cannot be said to have any hold on the market at all. I do not 
believe that this is due either to inferiority of workmanship or 
difference of price; but simply because there are hardly any 
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British merchants in Guatemala, and, I think, none engaged in 
this particular line of business. Our merchants at home doubtless 
know their own business best, and if it does not suit them to 
establish branch houses or appoint agents here, I take it that they 
find business more profitable and less risky elsewhere. Numerous 
letters arrive at the Consulate or the Commercial Agency enquiring 
for names of possible buyers of goods, and such information as is 
available is given to enquirers. Judging, however, by the 
difficulty experienced in obtaining British articles of the most 
ordinary description and in common use at home I can only 
conclude that business very rarely results.”’ 

Mr. Hervey gives in his report® an analysis of the import trade 
last year, which may be useful as showing in what items British 
firms have a chance to improve their business. 

The British Vice-Consul at Livingston (Mr. J. Michovsky) 
says:—‘‘German and American agents are canvassing this 
coast for trade, but British commerce is still represented by 
the never-failing catalogue.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,686.) 





* Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,686 to be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & 
Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., price Lid. 





TRADE OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH 
POSSESSIONS. 


The following summary table has been prepared in the Board of 
Trade, showing the total imports and exports of merchandise of 
the principal countries for which the particulars can be given up to 
May, 1906, inclusive, and referring in all cases to the same 
period, viz., the five months ended May. The corresponding 
figures for 1905 and 1904 are added for comparison :— 


























Imports (see Nore that follows tables). sap ees follows tabien). sors 
Five Months ended May. Five Months ended May. 
1904. 1905. 1906. 1904. 1905. 1906. 
£ £ £ £ £ £& 

Belgium* w--| 44,244,000 | 47,575,000 | 53,913,000 | 32,118,000 | 34,100,000 | 39,009,000 
France... .| 78,281,000 | 82,583,000 | 90,404,000 | 71,889,000 | 76,816,000 | 81,112,000 
Spain’... 13,683,000 | 15,531,000 | 15,919,000 | 13,878,000 | 13,022,000 | 14,033,000 
Italy ... 32,345,000 | 32,758,000 | 39,593,000 | 24,184,000 | 26,581,000 | 30,345,000 
Egypt ... 7,442,000 8,182,000 9,099,000 | 10,320,000 8,509,000 | 10,480,000 
United States 88,996,000 | 104,051,000 | 111,805,000 | 118,569,000 | 126,517,000 | 150,361,000 
Japan ... 16,236,000 | 24,271,000 | 19,320,000 | 11,606,000 | 12,057,000 | 14,745,000 
British India 25,454,000 | 26,961,000 | 30,175,000 | 47,041,000 | 44,114,000 | 49,198,000 
Canada wll 19, 627, 000 20,679,000 | 24,279,000 | 10,547,000 | 10,867,000 | 15,428,000 
United Kingdom oe 197, 371, 000 195,940,000 | 215,518,000 | 120,047,000 | 129,721,000 | 149,959,000 

















* Value of principal articles only. 
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A comparison of the total figures for six months ended 30th 
June is possible for four countries, as follows, viz.:— 




















Imports (see Nore). Exports (Domestic) (see Nore). 
Six Months ended June. Six Months ended June. 
° | 
1904. | 1905. | 1906. | 1904. 1905. 1906. 

t £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Belgium* oat -».| 53,106,000 | 56,895,000 | 63,459,000 | 39,088,000 | 41,010,000 | 47,550,000 
France... ‘ise «--| 93,419,000 | 97,405,000 | 106,580,000 | 85,652,000 | 92,284,000 | 96,939,000 
United States ...| 105,904,000 | 122,904,000 | 132,812,000 | 137,506,000 | 151,263,000 | 175,961,000 
United Kingdom _...| 234,891,000 | 233,077,000 | 256,154,000 | 144,117,000 | 155,706,000 | 180,594,006 

















* Value of principal articles only. 


NotEe.—In the case of Belgium, France, Italy, Egypt, Japan, 
Canada, and United Kingdom, the import figures given in the above 
summaries represent imports for home consumption only, 1.¢., 
excluding re-exports. In all cases the export figures are intended 
to represent exports of domestic produce. In most cases, however, 
they include a certain amount of “ nationalised ” goods, 1.¢., goods 
originally imported for consumption, and which, if dutiable, have 
been charged with duty, but which are subsequently re-exported. 


The latest figures available as regards other countries from 
which returns are received by the Board of Trade, are as follow :— 


























Imports. Exports (Domestic). 
2904. 1905. 1906. 1904. 1905. 1906. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Russia* (3 months)...| 16,180,000 | 12,067,000 | 15,771.000 | 18,313,000 | 19,372,000 | 20,182,000 
Switzerland (3 mos.) | 11,235,000 | 11,904,000 | 12,710,000 8,810,000 9,093,000 | 10,316,000 
Portugal (] month) 1,131,000 1,235,000 1,060,000 525,000 503,000 540,000 
Austria-Hungary 
(4 months)} 28,415,000 | 30,061,000 | 34.804,000 | 28,290,000 | 26,224,000 | 30,913,000 
Mexicot (3 months) 4,194,000 4,386,000 6,810,000 4,884,000 5,438,000 7,250,000 
1903. 1904. 1905. 1903. 1904. 1905. 
Germany (12 months)} 300,134,000 | 318,206,000 | 336,500,000 | 250,732,000 | 261,132,000 | 279,272,000 








* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 

+ The values of both imports and exports are stated in Mexican dollars, and the dollar has 
been converted into English currency from July, 1905, at 2s. 0$d. per dollar, which is approxi- 
mately the same as the official par (under the new currency legislation of Mexico, see “‘ Board of 
Trade Journal,’ of 5th January, 1905, pp. 38-39) of 9°76 dollars per £, while prior to July, 1905, 
they have been calculated at 1s. 10d. and 2s. for the years ended 30th June, 1904 and 1905, 
respectively. The figures include bullion and specie. 


For detailed particulars regarding the trade of the several 
eountries, reference should be made to the “ Accounts relating to 
the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, including figures received up to 3lst July,” to be 
obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, E.C. 
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COTTON IMPORTED INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following statement shows the quantity (in cwts.) of cotton 
consigned to the United Kingdom, and received here, during the 
month ending 31st July, 1906, compared with the corresponding 
period of 1905 :— 





Country whence Consigned. 





1906. 


} 


Month ending | Month ending 


3list July, 3lst July, 


1905. 


‘Increase (+) or 
_ Decrease (—) 
| in 1906, com- 


























pared with 1905. 
| 
(A) Consigned from Foreign Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. 

. Countries— | 
America ene 481,464 873,210 — 891,746 
Brazil ... im 32,428 17,190 | + 15,248 
_ eee 85,157 152,010 |— 66,853 
Other countries 16,494 22,668 — 6,174 
Total 615,553 1,065,078 | — 449,525 

(B) Consigned from Places in | 

the British cane 

East Indies... 78,756 26,392 + 52,364 
British West Indies ... 1,154 lwo | +} 54 
British West Africa ... 3,174 1202 | + 1,972 
British Central Africa 105 27 | + 78 
British East Africa 228 50 | + 178 
British Guiana and Honduras _ 1 |— 1 
Canada... 144 1164 | — 1,020 
Other British Possessions 34 66 | — 32 
Total 83,595 30,002 | + 53,593 
Grand total 699,148 1,095,080 | — 395,932 








SILK CONDITIONED AT EUROPEAN SILK CENTRES. 


H.M. Consul at Milan (Mr. J. H. Towsey) sends the following 
return of the silk conditioned at Milan and other European silk 
centres from lst January to 30th June, 1906, compared with the 
the corresponding period of 1905, as published by the “ Bollettino 
di Sericoltura ” of Milan: — 








January to June. 












































B.S Organzine. Tram. Raw. Other. | Total. 
1905. 1906. 1905. 1906. 1905. 1906. 1905. 1906. || 1905. 1906. 
| | 
Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs.|; Kilogs. | Kilogs 
Milan ...... 650,455 | 705,940 | 772,120| 743,635 | 3,173,730) 3,216,720' 266,985 | 120,260 ||4,863,290 | 4,786, 55 
Lyons ...... 472,614 | 497,734] 594,982) 519,640 | 2,356,061 2,395,098) 24,242 | 33,667 ||3,447,899 3, 446, 139 
Zurich ...... 282,735 | 269,614} 303,154; 311,570; 210,054) 205,057, — —_ 795,943 "786,241 
Crefeld...... 113,211 | 119,570} 97, 915 104,695 33,337, 45,512) 8,504 8,580 || 252,967 | 278,357 
Basle ...... 132,712} 129,532] 84,574| 86,778]  64,900| 74,085 198 61]; 282,384] 290,456 
Turin .. ... 165,143 | 139,518} 29, 231 | | }2, 967 141,489) 139,923, 1,388 | 13,509 || 337,551 305,917 
Elberfeld...| 136,183 | 147,508 70, 205 | 81, "890 81,579 88,905) 489 — 288,456 318,296 

















Ry, 








‘ 
POTS SOR Po oe 
. 





———— 
TORE REM 2 eM Nm, 
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IMPORT TRADE OF NATAL. 


With reference to the statement on p. 66 of the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of the 12th April, the Correspondent at Durban of 
the Board of Trade (Mr. A. C. D. Agnew) has forwarded the 
following statistics (excluding bullion and specie) of the oversea 
import trade of Natal during the first half of the present year, 
with comparative figures for the corresponding period of the 
year 1905 :— 








; a January to January to 
Articles of Merchandise. June, 1905. June, 1906. 
Food Stuffs, Liquors, &c.— £ * 
Butter, margarine, Bl. ose ne 166,000 164,000 
Corn and grain, including flour, ae. .. 297,000 259,000 
Meats 347,000 360,000 
Rice 112,000 91,000 
Spirits 115,000 110,000 
Tea and coffee 70,000 59,000 
Wines 29,000 26,000 
Sugar on 118,000 46,000 
Other kinds 339,000 347,000 
Total... 1,593,000 1,462,000 
Other Goods— 
Apparel ... 188,000 216,000 
Agricultural implements 18,000 26,000 
Arms and ammunition. 25,000 44,000 
Bags (not leather or paper) 28,000 36,000 
Cabinet ware, &c. 101,000 125,000 
Carts, carriages and cycles 82,000 83,000 
Cotton manufactures 57,000 102,000 
Earthenware, glass, &c.... pita 69,000 64,000 
Haberdashery and mt ei 337,000 336,000 
Hosiery $7,000 40,000 
Leather, boots and shoes 170,000 151,000 
Machinery ™ 305,000 435,000 
Hardware (including i iron and steel bars, rods, 
sheets, pipes, fencing, &c.) . 366,000 386,000 
Paper and manufactures of paper 103,000 111,000 
Woollen manufactures .. 63,000 67,000 
Other goods 1,238,000 891,000 
Total merchandise onl -.| 4,780,000 4,575,000 
Government stores ... we _ 247,000 319,000 
Grand total imports (oversea) £/ 5,027,000 4,894,000 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign. Office, of 
Proposed information to the effect that the French 
of eae Budget Bill for 1907 contains a proposal to 
ee (5%9 ion d ll mineral wate 
Duty ” on évy a consumption duty on all mineral waters 
Mineral W not in syphons. Mineral waters in bottles not 
aters. od : 
containing more than half a litre will pay 
24 centimes per bottle; while those containing more than half a 
litre, but less than 1 litre, will pay 5 centimes per bottle. 
_ It is understood that this proposal will come up for discussion 
in the French Chamber of Deputies in October next. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


“ The Gazette of India” for 7th July, 1906, contains a Customs 
Notification (No. 5,103-79), dated 3rd July, 
Sa 1906, which prohibits the importation into 
Fumi ashen British India of American or West Indian 
eames cotton seed, unless such seed has been fumigated 

to the satisfaction of the Customs collector. 


The same issue of the “Gazette” contains a further Notification 
(No. 5,187-90), dated 7th July, 1906, directing 
Tariff Valuations. that the following valuations for Customs Tariff 
purposes be fixed, with effect from the 10th July, 














1906 :— 
Names of Articles. Tariff Valuation.| Import Duty. 
Rs. 
Copper braziers and sheets up to 3 in. thick...) 63 per cwt. 5% 
» pigs, tiles, ingots, cakes, bricks and 

slabs... oes san mae iain sil 58 ~ 5% 
Copper plate over 4 in. thick and sheathing...| 68 ‘6 5% 
Tin, block... we we we se .-| 180 - 5 % 








SOUTH AFRICA. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for 27th July 
Cust last contains a Customs Notice (No. 1,063), dated 
eee 26th July, 1906, giving the following Tariff 
Soe. decisions which have been agreed upon by the 
various parties to the South African Customs Union :— 




















SERS gas 


Le ki 
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Articles, and how classed. sun a 

Plaited candle wick— 

As candle wick al ” on Sn bbe Free. 
Paper used for wrapping candles— 

As goods not enumerated . 15 Zad val.* 
Commercial malt extract (used in the manufacture of 

yeast )— 
As extracts and essences for food... _... ase aut 3% yy 








* A rebate of 3 per cent. ad valorem is allowed upon these goods, when the 
produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom, under Article III. of the 
Customs Union Convention. 





BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE: 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 

tial copy of a Notice issued by the Commissioner 

Bo oN for the British Central Africa Protectorate, 

under date of lst May, 1906, stating that the 

following valuations will be placed on the under-mentioned articles 
for export purposes on and after Ist May, 1906 :— 


Coffee... de iw ;, ... Od. per lb. 
Tea nama “ia “ae ne | 
Beeswax .. - sie = —: 
Chillies ... sai “ wsmst Ma bee 
Cotton (unginned) — wn “i, | eee 
» (ginned).. is id ae 
Ginger (raw)... sina ne ae 
Ground nuts... es ca ames 
Strophanthus _... ne Ph ... 28. 6d. per lb. 
Hippo. teeth... she ee ... 28. per lb. 
Ivory... sai oo ate ... 7@8. 6d. per lb. 
Maize... +“ a aia ... OOs. per ton 
Oil seeds... Paes en ae ... 4d, per lb. 
Rubber ... ee ae ees ... 48. 3d. per lb. 
Tobacco ... “— ” one ... 4d. per lb. 
Tin, ingot bee it im «- LOOQL. per ton 
Copper, ingot... on ond ... 80. na 


Copper ore (treated)... rm | ¥ 
te (untreated) ... ail bio. ‘: 





MAURITIUS. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 366 of the 
ye “ Board of Trade Journal” for 24th May last 
Prohibition of  Tc*Pecting the renewal (under: Proclamation 
Importation of No. 8 of 1906) of the prohibition of the importa- 
Live Stock. &c. tion into Mauritius from Réunion of certain 
from Réunion.  Uve stock, and also of carcases, straw, hay, 

’ litter and manure, the Board of Trade have 
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now received a further Proclamation (No. 24 of 1906), dated 4th 
July, 1906, revoking Proclamation No. 8 of 1906. 

The importation of the articles mentioned from Réunion will 
consequently be allowed from the above date. 





RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that the Russian 
Department of Customs has declared imported 
vaseline and paraffin to be subject to the 
excise duty on naphtha products, of 60 copecks 
per poud (3s, 114d. per cwt.). 


Excise Duty on 
Vaseline and 
Paraffin. 





SWEDEN—RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
cmemaeantaah information to the effect that a Commercial 
Agreement between Sweden and Russia was 
Agreement. signed at St. Petersburg on the 11th inst., in 
accordance with which the subjects of each of the contracting 
parties are to enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment in the terri- 
tories of the other contracting party in all that concerns commerce, 
Customs duties, taxes on industries, and navigation, with the 
exception of the coasting trade. 





NETHERLANDS. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 164 of the 
“Journal” for the 26th July, respecting the 
Dutch Royal Decree imposing a duty on certain 
“~~ medicines imported into Holland, the Board of 
— meg Trade have now received, through the Foreign 

—_— Office, a translation of a Resolution of the 
Dutch Minister of Finance, issued in execution of the above- 
mentioned Decree, which enumerates the medicines prepared with 
sugar that are to be classified as “small wares” (Arameriy). 
Medicines are not to be so classified unless imported in the packing 
in which they are offered for retail sale; if otherwise imported 
they are to be dutiable according to the proportion of sugar con- 
tained therein. The list of medicines to which these provisions 
apply may be seen by persons interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 

The Resolution further provides that articles containing 
liquorice, such as ‘ sal-ammoniac pastilles,” shall continue to be 
dutiable as liquorice. It is further provided that, when the 
importer is in doubt as to the proportion of sugar contained in 
medicines imported by him, he shall send, before declaring the 


Regulations 
respecting Medi- 
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NETHERLANDS —continued. 


oods for importation, a sample for examination at the Department 
of Finance (Imports and Excise Division), unless he prefers to pay 
duty at the highest rate (27 fl. per 100 kilogs.). No change has 
been made in the tariff classification of medicines which, though 
containing sugar, are dutiable under the heading of “ Spirits.” 
These regulations were to come into force on the 1st inst. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Import Dut translation of a Dutch Royal Decree, dated 
P coo” Sh July, 1906, fixing the import duty on 


Desiccated Milk desiccated milk containing sugar as follows :— 
containing Sugar. Seacdal 
ins, 


Per 100 kilogs,* 
When the proportion of sugar contained therein : 


Does not exceed 10 per cent. ... a <<. ae 
Exceeds 10, but does not exceed 20 per cent. ... 5°50 
Exceeds 20, but does not exceed 50 per cent. ... 13°50 
Exceeds 50 per cent. wf : 22 20°00 


The importer is required to state in his declaration to which of 
the above-mentioned classes the imported article belongs. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 21 of the 
Law Regulatine “Journal” for the oth April last, on the 
the Levying of subject of a measure for regulating the method 
Ad Valorem of assessing import duties on goods subject 
Import Duties to ad valorem rates of duty in the Netherlands, 
‘it is to be noted that the ‘“ Nederlandsche 


Staatscourant ” for the 27th July contains the text of the measure 
as passed by the States General, which received the Royal Assent 
on the 9th July. 

A copy of the “ Staatscourant”’ containing the Law as passed, 
together with a translation of the bill introducing the measure, 
(which has sustained very little alteration during its progress 
through the Legislature) may be seen by persons interested 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Board of Trade are also in receipt of a copy of the 
‘‘ Staatscourant” for the 14th August, containing a copy of a 
Royal Decree promulgating the text of the principal Act under 
which ad valorem duties are assessed (1.¢., the Law of the 20th 
April, 1895), as amended by the present Law. A copy of this 
‘‘ Staatscourant ” may also be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





* Florin= 1s. 8d. 100 kilogs. = 220°46 lbs. 
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GERMANY, 


The following is the substance of certain Orders affecting the 

application of the German Customs Tariff 

Cuapeme which have recently been issued by the Ham- 
meeane. burg Customs authorities :— 

Rough wooden shoe pegs bleached by means of sulphurous acid 
steam are dutiable under No. 621 of the Tariff at the rate of 6 
marks per 100 kilogs. Rough pegs only polished in a rotating 
drum containing talc are not regarded as “ finished,” and are duti- 
able as unworked pegs at the rate of 4 marks per 100 kilogs. 

Stair carpet protectors consisting of three layers of unequal 
widths composed of waste derived from animal sponge, vegetable 
fibre, and animal hair, the component parts being united by 
means of an adhesive mixture, are dutiable as cardboard wares 
under No. 670 of the Tariff, at the rate of 15 marks per 100 kilogs. 

Shoe polish composed of refined ozokerite mixed with soot, used 
for polishing the soles and heels of boots, is not to be regarded as 
‘‘ refined ozokerite,” but is dutiable as a boot polish under No. 262 
of the Tariff at the rate of 18 marks per 100 kilogs. 





FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 12th August contains the 

iain text of a Law, dated 18th July, increasing the 

eas. “general” (maximum) rates of import duty on 

Tariff certain articles under the French Customs 

; Tariff. The following statement shows the 

former and the new rates of duty under the “general” tariff, 

together with the minimum rates of duty on the same articles, 

which will continue to be leviable on imports of such articles 

from countries entitled to most-favoured-nation treatment in 
France, including the United Kingdom :— 





| 


Maximum Rates of Duty. Minimum 








i Rates of 
Tari . , Duty 
No. Articles. Fixed by (Applicable 
Former. the Present || to British 
Law. Exports). 





Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. 

ex 46 | Fish, dried, salted, or smoked, | Per 100 kgs.| Per 100 kgs.|| Per 100 kgs. 
other [7.¢e., other than cod, 
stockfish, and herrings] ... 30 00 50 00 25 00 
47 Fish preserved in the natural 
state, marinated or other- 
wise prepared (including the 
| weight of the recipients 
| constituting the interior} — | 
| packing) ©... sea me 30 00 | 60 00 25 00 























»; 
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FRANCE—continued. 









































Maximum Rates of Duty. | Minimum 
Toritt — of 
ari , uty 
No. Articles. Fixed by || (Applicable 
Former. | the Present | to British 
Law. Exports). 
| Frs. Cts, irs. Cts. Frs. Cts. 
49 Lobsters— Per 100 kgs.| Per 100 kgs. || Per 100 kgs. 
Fresh see eee 20 00 40 090 15 00 
Preserved or prepared 
(including the weight 
of the recipients consti- 
tuting the _ interior 
packing) 30 00 40 00 25 00 
83 Potatoes eee - 0 40 3 00 0 40* 
ex 84 | Table fruits, fresh— 
Lemons, oranges, cedrats 
and their varieties not 
specially mentioned ... 8 00 15 00 5 00 
Mandarines 15 00 25 00 10 00 
Carob beans 2 00 4 00 1 50 
Common table grapes 12 00 25 00 8 00 
Wine grapes, residue of 
grapes, must, in casks 
or otherwise... 25 00 35 00 12 00 
Apples and pears, table.. 3 00 5 00 2 00 
Almonds, fresh ; figs, 
fresh ; melons ... _ 5 00 15 00 3 00 
85 Fruits, dried or drained— 
Figs 6 00 25 00 2 00 
Raisins... 25 00 85 00 15 00 
Almonds and hazelnuts— 
In the shell 6 00 25 00 8 00 
Shelled .. 12 00 35 00 6 00 
ex 86 | Gherkins, cucumbers, olives, 
“ nicholines” and capers, 
preserved 10 00 20 O0f 8 00. 
ex 87 | Green aniseed... 20 00 30 00 15 00 
87 bis | Raisins, figs and dates ex- 
clusively destined for distil- 
lation or for the manu- 
facture of wine 40 00 75 00 25 00 
e# 110 | Pure olive oil— 
Intended for the manu- 
facture of soap 5 00f 10 00f 3 O0df 
Other 15 00 25 00 10 00 
124 Liquorice juice 12 00 20 00 10 00 
ex 158 | Vegetables, fresh... 8 00 15 00 6 00 
171 Wines exclusively the pro- 
duce of the fermentation of 
fresh grapes— Per hectol, | Per hectol. || Per hectol. 
Of 12 degrees and below... 25 00 35 00 12 00 
Of 12:1 degrees and up- 
wafds— 
For every additional Dut 
. y equal to the consumption duty on 
degree sad Longa omc alcohol (220 frs. per hectol. of absolute 
alcvhol). 
12 degrees 








* The Law provides that the minimum duty on potatoes shall remain fixed at 


40 cts. per 100 kilogs. 
+ Not including the internal tax leviable on fruits preserved in vinegar. 


t In accordance with the regulations laid down. 
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FRANCE—continued. 























Maximum Rates of Duty, || Minimum 
Rates of 
Tariff fs “ Duty 
No. Articles. Fixed by || (Applicable 
Former. | the Present || to British 
Law. Exports). 3, 
Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. 
Per hectol. | Per hectol. || Per hectol. 
174 bis | Liqueurs se ois ove 90 00* 125 00* 80 00* 
174 Mineral waters, the impor- 
quater | tation of which has been | Per 100 kgs.| Per 100 kgs.|| Per 100 kgs. 
authorised ... os ont Free. 20 00 Free. 
ex 267 | Glycerine, distilled ... ee 10 00 20 00 7 50 
ex 277 | Sulphuret of arsenic... own 3 75 10 00 3 00 
495 Jewellery— Per kilog. 
Of gold or platinum ... ) (40 00 |!) 
Of silver or silver gilt... | 10 00 
Goldsmiths’ wares— ‘oo aa >500 00 
Of gold or platinum ... + i 20 00 
Of silver or silver gilt... | | 19 00 J 
ex 611 | Basket wares— Per 100 kgs. 
Of raw vegetable products 10 00 20 00 8 00 
Of wood shavings ane 10 00 20 00 9 00 
613 Cordage of esparto, lime tre 
bark or of reed sas one 5 00 10 00 3 75 
Cork, worked — 
86 O00$ || |y 27 00§ 
632 Corks a sia 27 ooq |j 59 00 20 004 
633 Other oe oes “ee 6 00 8 00 5 00 
ex 643 | Fans and hand screens— 
Of wood and paper ..| 350 00 600 00 300 00 
Of wood and stuffs or 
feathers, mounted or 
not eee eee -- | 500 00 800 00 | 400 00 











* Not including the internal tax. 
+ Goldsmiths’ and silversmiths’ wares ; jeweliery of gold, platinum or silver. 
t Silver gilt. 

§ 50 mm. or more in length. @ Less than 50 mm. in length. 





ITALY: 


The Bulletin of the Italian Tax and Monopoly Departments for 
pkestink Mesten July contains the text of a Law dated the 15th 
July, which came into force on the 7th inst., 


roadie modifying the alcohol surtax leviable on wines 

Imported from " k h ; ted f bri A 

non-Treaty in casks when imported from countries no 

: entitled to most-favoured-nation treatment in 
Countries. Ital 


The former regulations, which continue to apply to wines 
imported from countries entitled to most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment in Italy, provided that the alcohol surtax (countervailing 
the “internal” duty on alcohol) should be levied on wines exceed- 
ing 15 degrees in alcoholic strength. Fractions of a degree not 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


exceeding 4 were ignored, and those exceeding } were taken as a 
whole degree. 

Under the new regulations, the surtax is to be applied to wines 
imported from countries not entitled to most-favoured-nation 
treatment, when they exceed 12 degrees in alcoholic strength. 

As regards fractions of degrees, in the case of wines exceeding 
12 but not exceeding 15 degrees, the surtax is to be levied 
proportionately on tenths of a degree, and in the case of wines 
exceeding 15 degrees, fractions not less than one tenth are to be 
counted as whole degrees. 

The alcohol surtax is levied at the rate of 2 lire 30 cts. per 
hectolitre for each degree (or fraction of a degree, as provided 
above) exceeding the standard strength. 


The Bulletin also contains the text of a further Law, dated the 
Tari 15th July, modifying the duties leviable 
arift ; j . : é 

Modifications, 02 cettain articles on importation into Italy. 
The new duties came into force on the 24th 

July, and are to remain in force until the 31st December, 1906. 
The following is the first portion of a statement showing the 
articles affected and the former and present duties leviable 

thereon :— 
[ Lira (100 centesimi) = 96d. ; 100 kilogs.—= 220°46 Ibs. | 
Additions to the Tariff are printed in italic type. 





Rate of Duty. 


Tariff 


No. Articles. 





Former. Present. 





Lire _ cts. Lire _ cts. 
Per 100 kilogs.| Per 100 kilogs. 
6 | Ether and chloroform, including the 
weight of the immediate receptacles... ee 90 00 
7 | Oils, fixed— 

(a) Fish oil(+)— 
In bottles or other similar recep- 
tacles of a capacity not greater | (Impure) | 





than 5 litres ... ons oes 6 00 | 10 00 
(Pure) 
In other receptacles 10 00 6 00 


Note.—Fish oil prepared for me- 
dicinal use with the addition of 
other substances, is dutiable as a 
compound medicament. 

10- | Yeasts _ - ove ee ove Free 12 00 


* These articles formerly paid also the duty on alcohol at the rate of 4°66 lire 
per kilog. ewe 

+ No distinction is made between pure and impure fish oils under the present 
Law. 
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ITAL Y—continued. 





Rate of Duty. 


a Articles. 





Former. Present. 





Lire cts. Lire cts. 
Per 100 kilogs.| Per 100 kilogs. 
14 bis | Sugar of milk... am sak bad 99 00* 60 00 

15 | Glucose— 

' 90 O00f 
(a) Le ee ee tee 70 00} 40 00 
(>) Liquid ... 50 00 80 00 

Note.—Both on solid and on 
liquid glucose a surtazw equal to the 
internal manufacturing tae is levi- 
able, in addition to the Customs 
duty, at the rate of—Solid, 40 lire 
per 100 kilogs ; Liguid, 20 lire per 
100 kilogs. 

26 | Saffron... alts ne ai 450 00 2,000 00 
27 (a) | Nutmegs, with shell _ — “ 60 00 200 00 
31 | Acids— 
(a) Acetic, impure be 1 00 2 00 
NoTe.—Crude pyroligneous acid 
and acetic acid, even limpid like 
water, containing substances having 
an empyreumatic or bituminous 
odour, proceeding from the distil- 
lation of woud, and of a total acetic 
strength of less than 50 per cent., 
are regarded as impure acetic acid. 
(>) Acetic, pure, containing (by weight) 
of anhydrous acetic acid—— 
10 per cent. or less “e 15 00 2 00 
More than 10 and less than 50 per 
cent. _ 90 00 10 00 
50 per cent. or more, “but less than 
98 per cent. oe “< 180 00] 18 00 
98 per cent. or more (glacial) 200 00** 20 00 
Note.—On pure acetic acid a sur- 
tax countervailing the internal ma- 
nufacturing tax ts leviable in addi- 
tion to the Customs duty, at the 
following rates— 
Pure acetic acid, containing in an- 
hydrous acetic ‘acid— 
Lire cts. 
100 kilogs. 
10 per cent. or less... 16 00 
More than 10 and less 
than 50 per cent. ... 90 00 
50 per cent. or more ...180 00 
(d) Arsenious... ae -_ am Free 4 00 
Citric . tip orem n- —gaen-cl 25 00 
(7) Lactic... 0. ie i St dd 10 00 25 00 
Not speciall y mentioned 10 00 














* As sugar of the first class. 
t Of first class, superior to No, 20 Dutch standard in colour. 
t Of second class. 
|| Liquid, containing 50 per cent. or more of acetic acid. 
** Crystallised. 
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Tariff 


Rate of Duty. 








No. Articles. ) 
| Former. Present. 
| 
; Lire cts. Lire cts. 
35 Oxides— Per 100 kilogs.| Per 100 kilogs. 
(c) Of lead ve oon eee 4 00 8 00 
(d) Of tin... eos one 4 00 8 00 
39 Chlorides— 
(a) Of lime, of potassium, and of soda 
(hy pochlorites) Free 4 00 
(db) Of calcium Free 1 00 
Per kilog. Per kilog. 
40 bis | Salts of gold and of platinum... 5 O00* 10 00 
43 Sulphates— 
Freet 
(>) Of ammonia ... ie ona Per 100 kilogs. Free 
1 wv0dft 
Per 100 kilogs. 
C7) Of manganese - ai one 2 00 5 00 
43 bis | Silicates of potassium and of sodium: 
(a) Liquid or in solution 50 0 50 
(d) Solid ... : : 1 20 
58 bis | Vaseline: 
(a) Natural eee eee 15 004 15 00 
(>) Artificial eee -- | [As mineral 30 00 
oils. | 
(| Chlorate and perchlorate of potassium |) ( 
| and of sodium ... ee ns eee | 20 00 
Sulphite, bisulphite, hyposulphite of 
0 calcium, potassium, and sodium ~{ ee } 5 00 
594 Salts of antimony rp 10 W 15 00 
Salts of tin aay ae ee |} 10 ov*# 
Chem cal products not specially men- | ! | 
tioned J L 10 00 





Note.— Chemical products not 
specially mentioned, containing al- 
cohol, or in the manufacture of 
which alcohol is used, pay, in addi- 
tion to the Customs duty, a surtax 
on the quantity of alcohol so con- 
tained or used, as determined by the 
Minister of Finance in consultation 
with the Board of Customs Experts. 

The importation of mineral water 
or spring salts, for hygienic or cura- 
tive purposes, containing more than 
25 per cent. of chloride of sodium, 
is subject to compliance with the 
regulations laid down by the Minis- 
ter of Finance for the trade in salt, 
&c. On such salts containing more 
than 25 per cent. of chloride of 
sodium, a surtax is imposed, counter- 
vailing the internal tax, of 12 lire 





per 100 kilogs. 











§ As sulphate of soda, 


* As nitrate of silver. + Crude 


300 kilogs. of liquid silicate, 
q As solid paraffin. 
** Not applicable to perchloride of tin, for which a “conventional” rate of 


4 lire is established. 


' t Refined. 
100 kilogs. of solid silicate was taken as equivalent to 


(To be continued.) 
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ROU MANIA. 


The ‘“ Deutsches Handéls-Archiv ” for June contains a translation 
of a Roumanian Law establishing official 
standards of fineness for gold and silver wares 
produced in or imported into Roumania. 

The permitted standards of fineness are :— 


For gold wares— 


Law respecting 
Standard for Gold 
and Silver Wares. 


. sais a alee vee gO 
2nd... ia eu Wik eee po 
» 8rd oan —_ oe see soe 1005 
4th . at Heed rhe Be: 1006 
5th . am TOOO 


The fifth category is permissible only for (a) sacred pictures, 
(b) parts of umbrellas and walking sticks, and (c) goldsmiths’ 
wares weighing at least + kilog. 

For silver wares— 


950 
lst eee eee ere eee eee 1009 
2nd .. 1006 
Srd . 1000 


Articles of a Seems her then eee shove specified, but not 
inferior to the established minimum, are to be marked as of the 
legal fineness next below their actual fineness. Silver articles gilt 
or gold plated are to be marked as silver articles. 

The Law prohibits the sale as gold or silver wares, of goods of a 
fineness inferior to the prescribed minima, of goods only gilt or 
silvered, or of goods combined with gold or silver in which the 
precious metal does not constitute at least a quarter of the total 
weight of the article. 

Imported gold and silver wares are to be sent from the Custom- 
house of importation to the testing office, where the official mark 
will be applied to those goods found to be of a legal standard of 
fineness. The charge made for testing amounts to 15 le: per 
100 grammes in the case of gold wares and 1°50 lez per 100 
grammes in the case of silver wares. For gold watches the charge 
is 4 let each, and for silver watches 1 lew each. In addition, a 
stamp duty of 10 bani for each article is payable. 

Articles of a fineness inferior to the minima established by the 
Law will be broken up and returned to the owner, at whose 
request imported articles may be sent back to the country from 
which received. In this case the Customs duty is refunded. 

Surgical, physical, and mathematical instruments and their 
accessories; articles completely covered with enamel; and wares 
and jewellery imported as samples, are exempt from the formalities 
‘ prescribed by this Law. 

The ‘“ Deutsches Handels-Archiv ” containing the translation of 
the Law and of the regulations issued to give effect thereto may 
be seen by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 








Aug. 23, 1906.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 369 


* 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





CUBA. 


The Cuban “Gaceta Oficial” for the 27th June contains a 

Decision of the Cuban Secretary of Finance to 

of “Short the effect that ‘‘Short Horn” cattle are to be 

Horn” Cattle admitted into Cuba free of Duty, under No. 184 

' of the tariff; the term “Short Horn” being 

held to be equivalent to “ Durham.” Importers must duly prove 

the origin of the cattle, and comply with the other regulations on 
the subject. 


Free Admission 





PERU. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy and translation of a Decree of the Peruvian 
Gadhia Mathes Government, providing that the Customs 
Paid authorities shall deliver receipts for the duties 
paid on imported merchandise, in the form laid 

down in the Decree. 


Receipts for 


A further Decree, a translation of which has also been received 
at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign 
Office, provides that the owners or partial con- 
signees of ships’ cargoes shall present to the 
Customs at the port of destination a detailed 
manifest in duplicate (whether for goods to 
order or for goods on consignment) within eight days after the 
ratification of the general manifest, failing which a fine of from 
dl, to 501. may be imposed, and the Customs may proceed to take 
an inventory of the goods. The signatory of the detailed manifest 
is to be regarded as the owner of the goods; and he must state, 
in any case, whether he is the legal owner of the merchandise 
declared, and, if not, on whose account he manifests the goods. 
For the purpose of clearance of goods through the Customs, 
“policies ” (yolizas) in the prescribed form must be presented, 
with the further addition of the name of the owner under the 
heading ‘“‘mercaderias destinadas al Sr. . . .” Only goods belong- 
ing to one and the same owner may be included in one “ policy.” 


Requirements of 
the Customs as 
to Detailed 
Manifests. 

















‘ 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


CAPE COLONY: 


The ‘‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” notifies the 
Table Bay following alterations in and additions to the 

Harbour: Tariff Tariff of the Table Bay Harbour Board, to 
ettiiene take effect from the lst August, 1906 :— 


Dock Dues on Goods. 








anmemase Per ton. 
Goods shipped to ports or — beyond the limits of Cape 
Colony and Natal ... 2s. 6d. 
Goods shipped to ports or “places “within the limits of Cape 
Colony and Natal ... ion ose aoe vie ioe - ls. 3d. 


Exceptions— 
(a) The following Colonial produce— 
Clay, oathay, lucerne, oats, manganese ore, mealies, 6d. and ths % 
vegetables and fruit grown in the Colony... { ad val. 


, 1 d Sth 
(6) Scrap (old) iron shipped ... eos se eon ov " ya hy Sh 





| 
| 





The “ Gazette” notifies also that the through goods rates from 
: Cape ports to stations in the Western Transvaal, 
Through Railway Christiana to Frederickstad, both inclusive, are 


meng neat for goods for consumption within the Transvaal 
ne ran only, and that, in the event of goods carried at 
rbot tr" such rates being re-introduced into the Cape 


Colony by rail, certain differences in carriage 


rates will be charged. 
Consignors must endorse the consignment note “For con- 

sumption within the Transvaal,” otherwise the local rate from 

the Cape port to Fourteen Streams, plus the local rate onwards 


will be charged. 





RUSSIA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Odessa (Mr. J. Picton Bagge) 
reports that the Russian Steam Navigation and 


g eee _ Trading Company has announced its intention 
ervice dewween of establishing regular steamship service, for 
Odessa and 


N York goods and passengers, between Odessa and N ew 
i cal York. The vessels, which are to make the 


direct outward passage in 20 days, will be fitted for the carriage 
of emigrants. ‘The initial voyage is to be made in October. No 
decision has been taken as to the frequency of the sailings, or the 


itinerary of the inward voyage. 


In his recent report, the British Vice-Consul at Windau (Mr. 
; K. H. Ruffmann) points out that that port was 

wees ae not closed by ice during 1905, but continued 
Ice-free Port. +, be accessible even during the coldest part of 
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winter, which proves that its situation on the open coast of the 
Baltic renders it eminently favourable to winter traffic when the 
ports of the Gulf of Finland and Riga are closed by ice. 

The success of Windau as an inlet for foreign goods and an 
outlet for Russian produce is, says Mr. Ruffmann, entirely due to 
the Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk line of railway, which affords direct 
communication with all the important places in Russia as well as 
those in Siberia. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,688.) 


ITALY; 

The “‘ Bollettino Ufficiale ” of the Italian Ministry of Public Works, 
of 11th August, states that a Commission has 
been appointed to study the principal rivers 
and navigable canals of Austria-Hungary, Ger- 
many, Holland, Belgium and France, with a 
view of reporting on the best means of improving internal naviga- 
tion in Italy. The Commission, which numbers seven members, 
was due to leave for Vienna on the 19th inst. 


GUATEMALA. 

The Chargé d’Affaires of H.M. Legation at Guatemala (Mr. H. A. 

R. Hervey), in remarking on the delays in 
Railway Progress. bringing up bridge and other material for the 

Guatemala railway, says—“ Although two 
years have now elapsed since the present concessionaires took over 
the line, the lower part, which has been in operation for some 
years, is still in a very bad state through want of proper ballasting, 
&e. Good work has, however, been done on that portion of the 
line between the capital and El Rancho, and a quantity of material 
is on its way vid Cape Horn, so that the line may be simultaneously 
laid from both sides. Between El Rancho and Sanarate the track 
has been ready for the rails for some time past, but owing to lack 
of material only a few miles have so far been laid. It is not likely 
that the first locomotive will run into Guatemala City before the 
end of 1907. 

‘The President in his last message foreshadowed the placing 
of a contract for the construction of a line between Caballo Blanco, 
@ point on the Western Railway, and Ayutla, on the Mexican 
frontier; the line will form a link on the Pan-American system, 
and, as the distance is under 40 miles and the route lies through 
a flat country, there should be no great difficulty about this, 
although owing to the numerous rivers intersecting the district a 
considerable amount of bridge work will be necessary. On the 
Mexican side work is being actively carried on, and it is expected 
that the 180 odd kilos. under construction to link up with Ayutla 
will be finished in about two years’ time. 

‘* When these lines are built, an all-rail connection will be 


established with New York.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,686.) 





Measures to 
improve Internal 
Navigation. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The ‘Indian and Eastern Engineer” (Calcutta) quotes the follow- 
Coal Production ing particulars from the Administration Report 
cae Weaken on Railways in India for 1905, which, it 
states, provides the earliest summary of Indian 

coal production figures available to the public :— 

During the year 1905 the total output from the collieries in 
India and Burma amounted to 8,430,000 tons against 8,220,000 
tons in 1904. The exports of Indian coal to Indian ports, 
principally from Calcutta to Bombay, Karachi and Madras, rose 
from 1,450,000 tons to 1,640,000 tons, and those to ports outside 
India, as well as to ports in Burma, principally from Calcutta to 
Rangoon and Ceylon, from 896,880 tons to 1,144,680 tons. The 
imports of coal from the United Kingdom decreased from 
174,700 ‘tons to 147,730 tons. The consumption of Indian coal 
by Tndian railways increased during the year from 2,450,000 
tons to 2,670,000 tons. 

The distribution of coal production by Provinces, and the 
growth of the coal industry, is shown by the following table 
compiled from the official figures :— 


Indian Coal Production. 


























Provinces. 1885. 1895. 1905. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Bengal wie = —_ _ ..-| 1,123,700 2,716,155 7,242,758 
Central Provinces ... sia ate sis 119,116 122,776 147,265 
Assam ove nae sale oon nel 43,707 172,717 277,065 
Central India one me. sae on 7,698 118,479 157,701 
Nizam’s Territory ... ae ene bbs -— 292,915 454,294 
Punjab _— ane one os oes ‘ie 72,493 62,622 
Baluchistan ... _ ie “oe wie ee 25,458 40,762 
Bikaneer... _ one —— one ose eee 42,964 
Madras he wa ows — ove tins 1,737 He 
Burma _ oe see bes mr i 17,289 
Total production... ses s.| 1,294,221 3,540,019 8,425,431 
CANADA. 


According to the Bulletin of the American Iron and Steel 
Pj Association, the production of pig-iron in 
ig-iron Canada in the first half of 1906 amounted to 


ypeneton. 282,010 tons, against 210,206 tons in the 
corresponding period of 1905. The production in the first six 
months of 1906 was the greatest in any half year in the history of 
the Dominion, exceeding by 24,213 tons that of the last half of 
1905, the next highest half year. It was also greater than the 
production of any whole year prior to 1902. 
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The production of Bessemer pig-iron in the first half of 1906 
amounted to 79,051 tons, against 63,785 tons in the first half of 
1905. The production of basic pig-iron amounted to 135,298 
tons, against 68,378 tons. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following particulars of the tin and gold mining industries of 

Mining Industry: the Federated Malay States are extracted from 

Tin and Gol “y ’ the Annual Report for 1905 of the Resident- 
‘General (Sir W. Taylor, K.C.M.G.) :— 

“The Acting Senior Warden, in his report on the working of 
the Mines Department for 1905, gives the total mining revenue 
derived from all sources as 9,689,501 dols., against 9,249,189 
dols. for 1904, an increase in 1905 of 447,312 dols. Of the total 
amount collected the export duty on tin accounted for 9,249,627 
dols., an increase as compared with 1904 of 434,989 dols.; the 
export duty on wolfram yielded 2,218 dols.; and the royalty on 
gold produced only 11,439 dols. as compared with 28,148 dols. in 
1904. 

“The output of tin is stated to have been 856,660 pikuls, a 
decrease in quantity, as compared with the output of 1904, of 
12,468 pikuls; 548,371 pikuls of the total output were exported in 
the form of tin ore,* and 308,289 pikuls as block tin. , 

‘‘The market rate was subject to less fluctuation in 1905 than 
during the preceding year, the highest figure reached having been 
88.75 dols. and the lowest 76 dols. ‘The average rate of exchange 
was higher, and thus the value in sterling of the output amounted 
to the very large sum of 7,063,407/., being at the rate of 
1381. 10s. 5d. a ton, 

“The Acting Senior Warden sees no cause for alarm in the 
decreased output, and is of opinion that no evidence is forth- 
coming to show that the stanniferous deposits of the country are 
nearing exhaustion.” 


“The gold-mining industry was not prosperous in 1905. The 
total quantity of gold exported was 9,972 ounces, of the approxi- 
mate value of 39,888/. The quantity of ore crushed was 67,421 
tons, of which all but 200 tons was operated on in Pahang, yielding 
9,073 ounces of gold. 

‘The only mines that continued working in Pahang at the close 
of the year were the mines of the Raub Australian Gold Mining 
Company, where operations were carried on vigorously throughout 
the year, a labour force of some 800 men being employed. 

“The only other gold mine in these States not now closed down 
is the Batu Bersawah mine in the Negri Sembilan, where, owing to 
difficulties experienced in dealing with water, the operations were 
somewhat restricted” 


* The estimated tin contents of which are as stated. 
ene} 
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FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Calais (Mr. C. A. Payton, M.V.O.) in a report* on 

Coal Producti the coal production and trade of the Calais 
oat sroduction district during the first half of 1906, gives the 
and Trade of . . . oe 

Calais District following figures showing the importation of 
atals Mstrie'. British coal and the local production of coal, 


coke, and patent fuel :— 

















First six months. 
1905. 1906. 
| 
Coal production— Tons. Tons. 
Pasde Calais ...  ... sss = esses, wee|_ | 8,558,097 | 6,854,986F 
Nord... vw pate in sate - wee} 3,277,428 2,724,640F 
Coke production ... ‘i io 10 see pots 863,952 712,308+ 
Patent fuel production _... wh _ sie vie 469,634 407,855 
Import of British coal at Calais ... oe 009 “e 12,371 147,006 





Mr. Payton remarks—“ Although the colliery strike came to an 
end about the middle of May, considerable importation of British 
coal still continues (report dated 14th August), . . . This 
clearly suggests either that considerable sale were entered 
into at the time of the strike, or that consumers in this district 
have found advantage, either as to price or quality, in dealing with 
British coal shippers.” 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Bulletin of the American Iron and Steel Association 
non publishes the following statistics of the produc- 
Pagrinen tion of pig-iron in the United States of 
Production. America during the first half of the current 
year, as compared with the first half of 1905 :— 


vse | First Half of 1905 | First Half of 1906. 








Tons of 2,240 lbs. | Tons of 2,240 lbs. 


Bessemer pig-iron ... one _ spel 5,930,790 6,784,619 
Low phosphorus pig-iron ... see bee 77,637 114,447 
Basic pig-iron _ om ves oeel 1,966,592 2,449,275 
Charcoal pig-iron ... ove _ 170,512 204,135 


Spiegeleisen, ferro-manganese, ferro- 
phosphorus, and ferro-Bessemer pig- 








iron oda fetes ine! 129,040 160,833 
Other kinds of pig- iron... ict oe] 2,888,604 2,889,592 
Total... oh ia we) 11,168,175 12,602,901 





* The report giving detailed figures of production may be seen at the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Branch of the Board of inde 73, Basinghall Street, E.C, 


t Approximate figures, 












































~ 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


According to the annual report of the United States Geological 
Production of Survey, the year 1905 stands pre-eminent in 

Ore in 1905 production of iron ore, with a total for the 
Tron Ore in 1905. Tynited States of 42,526,133 tons (of 2,240 Ibs.), 
an increase of 6,871,993 tons, or 20 per cent., over the pre- 
vious maximum output, 35,554,135 tons in 1902. As compared 
with the record of the year 1904, which was 27,644,330 tons, the 
increase in 1905 was 54 per cent. 


The following is a summary of the iron ore statistics for the 
United States for 1905 :— 








Domestic iron ore produced— Tons of 2,240 Ibs. 
Red hematite ... ms ‘a Pee ..» 37,040,198 
Brown hematite ole hie wi ..- 2,046,662 
Magnetite he vis st. ia wos «= 3,417,274 
Carbonates ... al ‘iba sas bia 21,999 

Total... od re ae ... 42,526,133 

Zinc residuum produced... site bine wl 90,289 

Concentrated iron ore produced ... de si 755,677 


Stocks of iron ore at mines, 31st December, 1905 93,812,281 
Stocks of iron ore at lower Lake ports, 31st 

December, 1905 ™ eee Se 
Production of mines in the Lake Superior region 33,325,018 


According to the Annual Report of the United States Geological 
Survey there was a decline in the total produc- 
' tion of steel-hardening metallic ores and concen- 
Steel Hardening tates in 1905, as compared with 1904, but the 

Metals. value of the output, nevertheless, shows a 
material increase. Under this head are included all the metals 
that are used for steel hardening purposes, whether or not this is 
the main use of the metal. 

During 1905 the total production of steel-hardening metal ores 
and concentrates amounted to 922 tons (of 2,000 lbs.), valued at 
288,836 dols., as compared with 1,004 tons, valued at 259,620 dols. 
in 1904. Of the 1905 value, over nine-tenths was due to the 
production of tungsten ores. 

There was no production of metallic nickel or cobalt oxide in 
1905, and there was only a very small quantity of nickel and 
cobalt ore reported sold. 

All of the chromium ore produced in the United States during 
1905 was from California; it amounted to only 25 tons, valued 
at_ 375 dols., as compared with the production of 123 tons, valued 
at 1,845 dols., in 1904. 

There was a considerable increase in the production of tungsten 


Production of 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
ore during 1905, as compared with that of 1904, and also a general 
increase in the price paid per ton for the concentrates containing 
from 60 per cent. and over of tungsticoxide. The total production 
of the ore was approximately 18,851 tons, from which there was 
obtained 808 tons of concentrates, valued at 268,676 dols. 

During 1905 the production of molybdenite and of wulfenite was 
in excess of the 1904 production of 144 tons, valued at 2,175 dols. 
The value of the molybdenum ores varies from 230 dols. to 
430 dols. per ton, according to the contents. 

The production of the ores of uranium and vanadium during 
1905 amounted to approximately 4 tons, valued at 750 dols. This 
ore, as shipped, contained 3°06 per cent. uranium oxide. The total 
tonnage of ore taken out, as reported to the Survey, is 2,081 tons. 

The production of titanium was somewhat larger than that of 
1904, and was entirely from Roselands, Nelson County, Va. 





GUATEMALA, 
Mr. H. A. R. Hervey, Chargé d’Affaires of H.M. Legation at 

Gold. Lead Guatemala, reports that the mining industry 

Mica and Zinc of the Republic, which in times gone by 

‘contributed greatly to the wealth of the country, 

has been allowed to fall into decay, although there are now signs 
of reviving interest. 

Gold is found in several parts of the Republic. It is a matter 
of common knowledge that there exists in the department of 
Quiché a gold mine of extraordinary productiveness, but the 
natives jealously guard the secret of its whereabouts and no 
exploring party now dares to run the risk of their vengeance by 
- endeavouring to locate it. 

In Huehuetenango there are vast bodies of silver-lead ores 
which are practically self-fluxing and can be smelted at ordinary 
fuel heat; these ores are now worked in crude fashion by the 
Indians, and nearly all the lead consumed in Guatemala comes 
from this district. Even the surface ores yield from 30 to 60 per 
cent. of lead. A cart road has now been built right into the 
heart of the mineral area. 

Considerable interest has been taken of late in mica, which has 
been found in large quantities, and experts from the United States 
have recently been exploring the mica-bearing regions. 

Titles have recently been given to some zinc mines which are 
quite close to the Northern Railway, and as they are said’ to be 
rich there should be no difficulty in their exploitation. 

The principal factors militating against the satisfactory develop- 
ment of mining enterprise appear to be lack of adequate means of 
communication and expensive freights. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 3,686.) 





- 











Aug. 23, 1906. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, 377 





Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 








CHINA. 


The following remarks with reference to the mineral wealth of 
Hunan are extracted from the report for 1905 
ge tines op of the Acting Commissioner of Customs at 
. Changsha, issued by the Imperial Chinese 
Maritime Customs :— 


‘‘The mineral wealth of Hunan is believed to be very great, 
and although but few serious attempts have been made to extract 
these natural riches by modern methods, owing, mostly, to the 
opposition of the Hunanese to foreign exploitation in their pro- 
vince, enough has been learned from the results of native mining 
enterprises to warrant a conviction that, given up-to-date appli- 
ances and expert direction, the supply of coal as well as of several 
kinds of metals would prove to be well nigh inexhaustible. There 
are known to be hundreds of coal mines scattered throughout the 
province, but all are worked in the same primitive manner ; and 
as soon as a certain depth has been reached, the shafts, or rather, 
‘manholes,’ have to be abandoned for want of ventilation or 
because of the presence of water. ‘There are also known to be rich 
deposits of gold, lead, antimony, zinc, &c.; but these, like the coal, 
are still practically untouched, for the primitive surface scratch- 
ings of native miners have hardly more than sufficed to prove the 
fact that untold wealth awaits the advent of scientific enterprise. 


“The opening up of Hunan’s mines is only a question of time, 
and it may be safely assumed that, once the movement begins, it 
will go forward w ith a rush, finding employment for the surplus 
labour which is now streaming to South Africa and the Straits, 
and at the same time quickening and swelling the volume of every 
branch of trade. This is the day of small things at Changsha, and 
even now it is difficult to get a foothold ; but those who do estab- 
lish themselves and can afford to wait, “extending their field of 
action as new ports are opened, will be in a position to take full 
toll of the valuable trade which before long will assuredly 
"prevail throughout the entire province. As a proof that. this 
is no mere figure of speech, I may say that at the present 
time the Chinese authorities are, of their own accord, taking 
steps for the throwing open to foreign trade of the two largest 
marts in the province—Hsiang-t’an, 30 miles above Changsha, and 
Changteh, on the Yiian River, which, like the Hsiang, flows into 
the Tungting Lake. Sites for Custom-houses have already been 
selected or purchased, and suitable port regulations drawn up for 
submission to the Central Government, whose approval of them, ] 
am led to believe, is the only thing wanting before these two 
important places are added to the number of open ports.” 
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Cc H) I IN “a ontinued. 


In the Hankow Trade Report for 1905 it is stated that, of the 
local factories, the iron and steel works closed 
down in the spring of that year, on completion 
of the orders for the Ching-Han Railway. 
The whole plant is in the course of being re- 
placed by more modern and up-to-date machinery, and by addi- 
tions which will make it one of the best equipped works of its kind 
in the world. The two old blast furnaces, though, have been 
working throughout the year, principally filling contracts for pig- 
iron made with the Japanese Government; their outturn has been 
between 4,500 and 5,000 tonsa month. It is hoped to have the 
new plant working by the end of 1906. 


Iron and Steel 
Works at 
Hankow. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


ECUADOR. 


H.M. Consul at Guayaquil (Mr. A. Cartwright) reports that two 
sack sewing factories have been started in 
Ecuador, one in Guayaquil and the other in 
Manta. These are only for the sewing of the 
sacks, as the jute cloth, Hessians, &c., are imported (almost 
exclusively from the United Kingdom). The economy consists in 
the difference of import duties, ready-made sacks paying 10 c. 
per kilo., plus 100 per cent. whereas the material to make them 
pays only 2c. plus 100 per cent. The consequence of this has 
been a considerable decrease in the importation of ready-made 
sacks and an increase in the material for them. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Serves, 3,685.) 


Sack Sewing 
Factories. 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received’ 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 18th August, 1906, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat tae Soa am “ae = 
Barley vr oti _ oe a a 
Oats nad add i ach OE 


For further particulars see yp. 3 384. 


A statement is published on p. 385, showing the quantities of 
Imports of: Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
atten Geile mported into the United Kingdom during the 

’ week ended the 18th August, with comparative 


figures for the corresponding week of 1905. 
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INDIA. 


According to the “ Indian and Eastern Engineer” (Calcutta) the 
construction of a new canal is contemplated 
by the Bahawalpur Durbar, the survey having 
been sanctioned by the Nawab. The Canal 
will be about 80 miles in length, taking off from the river near 
Piph Rajan, a village in the State. After running for 33 miles it 
will reach the Chanigoth railway station and thence its course will 
mainly lie parallel to the railway line for 26 miles to Firoza. The 
probable cost of the construction is estimated at about five lakhs of 
rupees. Other minor canals are also included in the project. 








Canal 
Construction. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


In his annual report for the year 1905, Sir William Taylor, 
Rubber K.C.M.G., the Resident General of the 
ana Federated Malay States, states that the high 
Cultivation. . eee 
price of rubber and the proved suitability of 
land in those States for its cultivation have led to numerous 
applications for land in the four States, but more particularly in 
Selangor, where almost all the accessible land between the Klang 
and the Selangor rivers has been taken up for rubber planting. 
Large areas of land have been applied for and granted for the 
purposes of this industry, and most of the large estates have been 
converted into, or sold to, limited liability companies. Next to 
the coast districts of Selangor, the Sungei Ujong district of the 
Negri Sembilan appears to be the locality most in favour with 
rubber prospectors. 

According to Mr. Carruthers, the Director of Agriculture, the 
area alienated for the planting of Para rubber is some 100,000 acres, 
of which about 38,000 acres has already been planted. Most of 
the Para rubber trees of the age of five years or more have been 
planted 200 to the acre; some estates have as many as 800 to the 
acre. ()n the more recent clearings the average is probably 175 
to the acre. The number of trees of all ages in the Federated 
Malay States may perhaps be put at six to seven millions. 

The rubber production of 1905 is estimated to have been 
300,000 Ibs. 


In the same report it is stated that, at the Batu Tiga Experimental 

Gardens, good results were obtained from the 

Camphor. camphor plants, the seed of which was obtained 

from Japan in 1904. It is calculated that the 

bushes would give about 3,000 lbs. of leaves and young shoots to 

the acre, pr oducing 30 lbs. of camphor valued at 40s. Two, or 
possibly three, crops a year might be gathered. 





— 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 16th August, 1906, 
Cotton Statistics, was 20,042 (including 10 bales British West 
Indian and 38 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the thirty-three weeks ended the 
16th August was 2,256,791 (including 5,293 bales British West 
Indian and 4,866 bales British West African). As regards exports, 
the figures are, for the week ended the 16th August, 1906, 
5,455 bales, and for the thirty-three weeks, 238,064. 
For further details see p. 384. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
icin landed on the English and Welsh, Scottish, 
Fishery Statistics, 54 Trish Coasts during the month and seven 
may, SES. months ended 3lst July, 1906, compared 


with the corresponding periods of the year 1905 :— 















































Month of July. Seven Months ended 31st July. 
das | 1906. 1905. 1906, 1905. 
| Quan- Quan- Quan- | Quan- 
| tity. Value. tity. Value. tity. | Value. tity. Value. 
Englandand Wales—| Cwts. £ | Cwts. £ Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
Fish, excluding shell 
ee. os Jen ...| 896,926 | 489,185 784,376 | £49,377 |'5,571,171 3,867,698 |5,240,888 | 3,678,679 
Shell fish jo— 28,770 Ken 27,128 — | 183,154 — 181,029 
Total Value...| — | 517,955) — | 476,505 — (|4,050,852 — | 3,859,708 
Scotland— 
Fish, excluding shell | 
fish ... hat .--|1,427,296) 470,882 |1,557,153) 446,804 ||4,362,406 |1,605,690 | 4,174,087 | 1,442,858 
Shellfish .. «| — 5,255, — $4,975 — | 42,604 — 41,25§ 
Total Value ... — 476,137 | —- $51,779 | a |1,648,294 — 1,484,212 
| x 
| } 
Ireland— | | 
Fish, excluding shell | | | 
fish ... _ ...| 57,058 | 20,747 | 48,250) 18,594 416,646 | 165,962) 405,183 157,725 
Shellfish ... «| — 3127; — 3,163 — | 47,771 _ 8,944 
Total Value...) — 22,874 | — 21,757 || — | 173,733 ~ 166,669 























Nore.-- All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 
The correspondent at Durban of the Board of Trade (Mr. A. D.C. 
Agnew) reports that the Director of Agricul- 
ture of the Orange River Colony stated in 
the Legislative Council on the 23rd July, 
that the Orange River Colony farmers sent 
by the Government to Australia to purchase breeding sheep were 
buying 7,000 head, for all of which the Agricultural Department 





Purchase of 
Australian 
Breeding Sheep. 
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Miscellaneous. 





had already booked orders and could place many more. 


which is all highly bred, 


‘The stock, 


is expected to arrive at Durban in 


September, when it will be distributed to the various purchasers 


throughout the country. 





MAURITIUS. 


Trade in 1905. 


Imports into Mauritius. 


The following statistics of the import and export trade of 
Mauritius during the year 1905 
comparative figures for the 
been added) have been received from the 
Acting Collector of Customs at Port Louis :— 


(to which 


year 1904 have 














| From 

| | 

| United | British Foreign Total 

| Kingdom. | Possessions. Countries. ea -38 

| 1904. | 1905. | 1904. | 1905. 1904. | 1904. 1904. | 1905. 




















| | | 
1,000 Rs.}1,000 Rs./ 1,000 Rs. 
| 





| 


1,000 Rs. 1,000 Rs.|1,000 Rs. 
| | 


1,000 Rs, 1,000 Rs. 

























































Imports exclusive of | | | 1 
charges and excnange.. 6,126 | 4,368 | 14,000 | 10,657 | 4,049 | 3,652 || 24,175"| 18,677+ 
Charges and exchange “| 4, 983 | 2,989 | 3,500 | _ 2,885 3a 59 2,393 || 11,242 8,267 
Total imports ... | 11,109 7,357 | 17,500 ‘13, 542 542 | 6 808 | 6,045 | 35,417 | 26,944 
| | | | 
* Inclusive of amount of specie and bullion imported, viz., Rs. 1,634,000. 
t ”9 ” ” 99 Ks. 741,000. 
Exports from Mauritius. 
To 
United Brit'sh Foreign | Total 
Kingdom. Possessions. Countries. | a 
| 
1904. | 1905. 1904. | 1905. 1904. | 1905. || 1904. | 1905. 
| } 
/1,000 Rs.|1,000 Rs. 1,000 Rs.|1,000 Rs.|1,000 Rs. |1,000 Rs. 1,000 Rs. 1,000 Rs. 
Produce and manufacture | | 
of the Colony | 5,959 2,042 | 32,749 | 30,908 855 743 || 39,563 | 33,693 
Shipping charges on pro-| 
duce and manufacture of | 
the Colony 364 126; 2,113 1,944 62 | 45 2,539 2,115 
British, Foreign and other | 
Colonial produce and | 
manufactures 330 523 | 1,952 356 161 | 156 2,443 1,035 
— | _ — 
Total Exports 6,653 2,691 | 36,814 | 33,208 1,078 944 |) 44,045$/ 36,8436 
| | 























t Inclusive of amount of specie and bullion exported, viz., Rs. 1,840,000. 
'207, 000, 


9? 


99 


9 


hs. 





‘ 
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NORWAY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 234 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3rd May respecting a Norwegian 

haw Bewaté Law (dated 7th April) precluding the sale of 
tai waterfalls to foreigners, H.M. Legation at 


hee ot, Christiania reports this Law to have been 
rst : 8 superseded by one, dated 12th June, which 

memebers embraces forests and mines as well, and will 
Foreigners. 


remain in force until Ist April, 1907. By 
this later law the right of owning or using forests, mines, or 
waterfalls in Norway cannot in future, without the permission of 
the King, be acquired or leased by a foreign subject or by a 
company, unless all the members of the company are personally 
liable. Such permission cannot be granted to a company, unless 
the Board of Directors have their seat in Norway. Other real 
property in Norway can still be acquired by foreigners in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Law of 9th June, 1903. A 
translation of those Articles in the Laws mentioned that refer to 
the question may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of ‘rade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

The consent of the King is required in each case, but it has 
hitherto been rarely withheld. 

The Laws are not in any way retrospective, and such foreigners 
as have already embarked upon industrial undertakings in 
Norway, and acquired or leased real property for their develop- 
ment, are in no way prejudiced as far as the past is concerned. 
They are, however, precluded by the provisions of the Law of 
12th June, 1906, from making further developments in so far as 
these depend upon the acquisition or leasing of waterfalls, forests, 
or mines. 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY. 


The ‘ Oesterreichisches Reichsgesetzblatt’”’ publishes a Govern- 
din ment Decree prohibiting the use of injurious 
Brehinition ot colouring materials in foodstuffs intended for 
eee. sapere sale, and the sale of the same. Colouring matter 
wean verre containing antimony, arsenic, barium, lead, 
Materials. cadmium, chrome, copper, quicksilver, uranium, 
tin, and zinc, are held to be injurious under this Decree; as well 
as picric acid and all its compounds, dinitro creosol and its metallic 
compounds, Manchester and naphthalene yellow, Orange II., 
aurantiee, aurin, corallin, gamboge, &c. 

Further, the above-mentioned injurious colours must not be 
used in the preparation of eating, drinking, or cooking utensils ; 
cosmetics ; toys, picture books and water colours for children. In 
the finish of carpets, textiles, artificial flowers, leaves and fruits 
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and similar articles, for use in connection with clothing, colouring 
matter must not be used which contains more trace of arsenic 
than is technically unavoidable. 

Textiles containing more than 15 mg. of antimony per 100 sq. 
cm. must not be used for clothing purposes. 

The use of lead compounds in the weighting and dressing of 
textile goods of all kinds is forbidden, if the same are to be used 
as clothing. 

The Decree comes into effect three months after date of publica- 
tion, which was on 20th July, 1906. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the ‘“‘ Iron Age” (New York) an investigation into 

the possibilities of alcool as a fuel in small gas 
Alcohol as Fuel. engines is about to be carried out by Professor 

Charles EK. Lucke, of Columbia University, for 
the United States Department of Agriculture. It is expected that 
after lst January, 1907, when the free industrial alcohol law (see 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 21st June, py. 595, and Sth July, 
p. 39) goes into effect, very large quantities of denatured alcohol 
will be used as fuel for small engines, in automobiles, boats, and 


for stationary work. 





CHINA. 


According to the Acting British Consul at Ningpo (Mr. Pratt), 
, the present year will be marked by the incep- 
Industrial tion of several new enterprises there. A cotton 
Development a i) is in process of erection, and will be com- 
ingpe. pleted before the end of the year. It has room 
for 20,000 spindles, but will commence with 10,000. The 
machinery was purchased in Manchester by a Japanese expert sent 
to the United Kingdom for that purpose. 

Early in 1905 a flour mill, run in connection with the T’ung 
Chiu Yuan Cotton Mill, was opened. ‘The flour turned out was of 
good quality, but, owing to bad business management, no profits 
were made. Instead, therefore, of extending the flour mill—as 
was originally intended—it is now proposed to set up a cloth 
weaving factory, but no active steps have yet been taken towards 
the realisation of this scheme. 

Another project which is more likely to bear immediate fruit is 
the installation of electric light in Ningpo. The Chinese are 
anxious to have it in spite of two abortive attempts which have 
already been made. At present it is doubtful whether a conces- 
sion will be obtained by a British firm or whether the work will 
be undertaken by the Japanese who are interested in the new 
cotton mill. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,690.) 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 33 Weeks 
ended 16th August, 1906 :— 



































Week ended goog Week ended oar 
ae St, 16th August, aac ne 16th August, 
' 1906. . 1906, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No, 
American ine was 10,016 1,623,947 3,530 127,510 
Brazilian 2.050 191,462 43 11,807 
East Indian ... ane in 2,415 109,627 1,557 35,108 
Egyptian , 4,129 279,957 || 300 58,269 
Miscellaneous nes is 1,432* 51,798F || 25 5,370 
| 
Total vn aia 20,042 2,256,791 | 5,455 238,064 

















* Including 10 bales British West Indian, and 38 bales British West African. 
+ Including 5,293 bales British West Indian, and 4,866 bales British West African. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 18th August, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 
the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 

















Average Price, 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

a s a. a. @ 

Week ended 18th August, 1906 oe 29 «(0 24 2 17 0 
Corresponding week in— 

1899 ... i ine ‘ 24. 7 26 5 |: 

1900 ... ee ee 28 10 24 10 18 8 

1901 ... we 27 «3 23. 7 18 1 

1902... eee 31 5 22 10 21 I) 

1908 ... ne 29 9 20 4 18 6 

1904 ... es 28 6S 22 5 16 7 

1905 ... 28 5 23 4) 16 4 

| 








* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty |mperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine [mperial pounds for every bushel! of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 18th August, 1906, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 











Week ended | Correspond- 
—-— 18th August, | ing Week in 
1906, 1905. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves eco ©=— eee | += Number. 13,467 10,418 
oan and lambs eee eee eee eee bb) 1,780 3,350 
wine eee eee eee ees eee eee as ——o — 
Horses eee eee eee eee eee ee ” 294 70 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef eee eee eee eos cee cee Cwts. 104,°46 116,053 
Mutton ... occ eee eee eee ee ” —— 92,698 
Pork eee eee eee eee eee ee ” 6,505 5,521 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon .«. oe eae ove eee eve Cwts. 135,093 108,936 
Beef eee eee eee eee ee eee ” 3,881 3,098 
Hams eee eee eee eee eee eee ” a an 
Pork eee eee 9 5,46 3,07 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh | i 8,997 11,318 - 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... ea 9,604 16,716 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— F 
at =— «. < -« Cwts. 93,672 71,998 
Margarine pe age) ale al ” 22,041 19,000 
Cheese ... “sae “ 70,949 77,297 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums Re ‘4 60 — 

” cream eee eee eee eee eee ” 87 101 

5» condensed ss aes a 14,411 15,748 

»» preserved, other i a ae J 131 — 

8 ees on me on eee «| Grt. Hundr. | 416,681 396,893 
OO eee Value £ — .— 
Game nee om - ) : 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) one on Owts. pape on 
Lard . eee 9 ‘ ? p : ’ 6 
Corn, grain, meal, ‘and flour :— 

Wheat ... id ad Cee , _ Owts. 2,137,000 1,985,900 
Wheat meal and flour one , ee ™ 231,600 213,800 
Barley ... oon ee ae oon ene a 352,400 269,600 
ae ig Pte! ae Oe cm es 868,200 173,100 
Peas eee eee eee eee ee eee ? aaa ene0 
Beans... on on - 4,010 : 
Maize or Indian corn ... ous eon eee 822,500 974,300 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples - om ove oe - - Cwts. 12,797 16,990 
Apricots and OER oa aa © . 136 251 
Bananas sei a we née «-.| Bunches. 137,293 135,432 
as | te) kee ee es Cwts. - I4 
Currants... ae eee wee ese om a 826 113 
Gooseberries ... ~ oon - eee ” ey i 
Grapes ... die ‘ae ide “a i pa 22,740 33,272 
Lemons ... ee oe ose eee ose - 8,528 2,501 
CR ml ll ee r 1,142 1,050 
PCATE cco oe “a (i - - eae pry 
Plums ... aan oie sie oa ida 67, 73,0 
Strawberries ... eee cee eee - 8 — ~ 
ee ee a 45,901 66,691 
Hay... sid ins ae tee “ Tons. 3,692 pare 
Straw vidi ees ose eee oce soe 1,211 1,12 
— Litter om hoe oes - - e 1,334 1,686 
Ops eee one eee eee coe os Cwts. 1,152 51 
ow all Beans asl tale sn - ‘i - 60 14,040 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... na _ he ee Bushels. 87,925 129,415 
Potatoes -. ~@ i ee Cwts. 40,043 26,156 
Tomatoes — as fe i. ia 32,342 28,106 
ee eee eee eee 7,249 8,472 
Vegetables, dried - a one . Cwts, 346 161 
Preserved by canning.. ove oe ove - 3,359 3,651 

















386 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[ Aug. 23, 1906, 








GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1906, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 3d. per copy, either directly or through any buokseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., me 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1905, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 8d. for the first, 
and 4s. 2d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses enu- 
merated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1901-1905, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second 
volume details as to customs revenue, transhipments, and articles 
in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom 
with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “‘ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette’’* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the August issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in July ; Assistance of Unemployed 
Benefit out of Public Funds ; Foreign Labour Statistics ; Agricul- 
ture during the last Thirty Years; Weekly Day of Rest—New 
French Law; Labour Disputes and Conciliation and Arbitration in 
1905; Wages and Hours in Home Dockyards; and Recent 
Conciliation Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,688. Trade of Riga, 1905. 








Import and export trade 
only slightly less than pre- 
ceding year, in spite of bad 
effect of strikes. 

Industrial prospects im- 
proving. 

Notes on the year’s trade 


in flax, hemp, dairy produce, 
&e. 

Returns of principal articles 
of imports and exports, with 
remarks on character of trade 
and presumed cause of increase 
or decrease. 


Reports by the British Vice-Consuls at Libau, Windau, and 


Pernau. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld, 
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Government Publications. 


—_——— —_-- ——— eee 


No. 3,689. 

Prosperity in trade and in- 

dustry continued uninterrupted 
to date (June, 1906). 

Great excess in the actual 
over the estimated Budget due 
to large Customs receipts. 

Amount of paper money in 
circulation was 43,186,0001., 
and the amount of gold de- 


SSS 


Finances of the Argentine Republic, 1905-6. 


posited in Conversion office 
was 18,030,400/., at end of 
1905. 

Notes on conversion opera- 
tions and on provincial external 
debts. 

Revenue and _ expenditure 
statements, 1904-6. 


No. 3,690. Trade of Ningpo, 1905. 


Notes on trade in principal 
imports and exports. 

Increasing business in re- 
fined sugar from Hong-Kong 


and in Chinese yarn, to the 


No. 3,691. 


Total trade shows a decrease 
of 6,000/. as compared with 


1904, but is well above the 
average of recent years. 


detriment of Indian and Ja- 
panese yarn. 

Considerable drop in export 
of raw cotton. 

New industrial enterprises 
in the neighbourhood. 


Trade of Wenchow, 1905. 


Great falling off in export 
of tea. 
Shipping and trade returns. 


No. 3,692. Trade of Pakhoi, 1905. 


Total trade shows a slight 
increase as compared with 
1904. 

Import trade hampered by 


absence of banking facilities 
and lack of a regular currency. 
Shipping and trade returns. 


No. 3,693. Mexican Budget, 1906-7. 


Estimates of revenue and 
expenditure as compared with 
the two previous years. 


Details of the various sources 
of revenue. 

Particulars of National Debt 
in the years 1902-4. 


No. 3,694. Trade of Dantzig, 1905. 


Trade and commerce showed 
improvement as compared with 
1904. 

Decline in amount of British 
shipping visiting the port. 


Details of coal imports with 
statistics for the years 1903-5. 

Notable increase in imports 
of cured herrings. 

Remarkable activity in the 
building trade. 


This publication also contains reports from Kénigsberg, Pillau, 


Breslau and Memel. 
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No. 3,695. Trade of Chiengmai, 1905. 


Details of the teak trade, sure, cattle, and silk manu- 
which is mainly in the hands factures. 
of British and Danish firms. Particulars of railway and 
Decrease in exports of trea- road construction. 


This publication also contains reports from lLakhon and 
Chiengrai. 
No. 3,696. Trade of Austria-Hungary, 1905. 
This publication contains a detailed examination of the foreign 
trade of Austria-Hungary in 1905. Special details are given of 
trade with the United Kingdom and British colonies. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Third Abstract of Foreign Labour Statistics. [Cd. 3,120.] 
Price 1s. 6d. 


This volume, which has been compiled in the Labour Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade deals with the following subjects :— 
1. Wages and Hours of Labour; 2. Trade Unions; 38. Trade Dis- 
putes; 4. Conciliation and Arbitration; 5. Workmen’s Insurance; 
and 6. Co-operation. Altogether statistics in one or other sections 
are given relating to 14 countries, viz., Russia, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Germany, Holland, Belgium, France, Italy, Austria- 
Hungary, Switzerland, Spain, the United States of America, and 
Japan. 


Alkali, &c., Works Regulution Acts, 1881 and 1892. Forty- 
second Annual Report on Alkali, &c., Works, by the Chief Inspector. 
289. Price 8d. 


According to this report the number of works now registered 
under the above-mentioned Acts in England, Ireland, and Wales 
is 1,068; there are also 137 works registered in Scotland, bring- 
ing the total number of works registered in the United Kingdom 
to 1,205. These numbers show an increase of 28 scheduled and 
registered works as compared with 1904. 

Joint Stock Companies. 255. Price 8d. 

This publication contains a return of the joint stock companies 
registered during the year ended 3lst December, 1905, with 
particulars of the capital &c., of each company. A list is also 
given of the companies dissolved or struck off the register 
during the year. 

Merchant Shipping (Loss of life). Return showing the Lives 
lost by Wreck, Drowning, or other Accident, in the British seagoing 
Merchant Ships registered in the United Kingdom during the years 
1891 to 1905 wnelusive. [Cd. 3,139.] Price 4d. 


According to this return, which has been prepared in the 





































Aug. 23, 1906.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, 389 





Government Publications. 





Marine Department of the Board of Trade, 1,461 lives were lost 
in merchant ships registered in the United Kingdom during 1905, 
as compared with 1,116 lives in 1904. 


General Report to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents that 
have occurred on the Railways of the United Kingdom during the 


year, 1905. Cd. 3,140. Price 8d. 


According to this report 1,099 persons were killed and 6,459 
injured on railways in the United Kingdom in the course of 
public traffic during 1905, the corresponding figures for 1904 being 
1,073 and 6,889 respectively. In addition, gT people were killed 
and 11,777 injured in 1905 by accidents which occured upon 
railway premises, but in which the movement of railway vehicles 
was not concerned, the corresponding figures for 1904 being 85 
and 11,913 respectively. This publication contains reports on 
enquiries held by the officers of the Railway Department of the 
Board of Trade into certain accidents that occurred during 1905. 


Life Insurance Companies | H.L.) Report. (194). Price 9d. 


This publication contains, in addition to the report by the 
Select Committee of the House of Lords (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” of 16th August, p. 336), the Minutes of Evidence, 
taken together with appendices, including a memorandum on the 
insurance laws in certain foreign countries and colonies. 


Passengers to and from places out of Europe. Cd, 2,839—VI. 
Price 4d. 

This is the July number of the return showing the numbers 
and nationalities of the passengers that left, or arrived in, the 
United Kingdom for or from places out of Kurope; and the net 
balance of such passengers outward or inward, during the month 
and seven months ending 31st July, 1906, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous year. During the seven 
months ended the 31st July, 1906, the total number (provisional) 
of passengers that left the United Kingdom for places out of 
Europe was 317,946, as compared with 264,891 during the corre- 
sponding period of 1905, and the total number (provisional) that 
arrived in the United’ Kingdom from places out of Europe during 
the seven months ended the 3lst July, 1906, was 139,348, as com- 
pared with 127,299 during the corresponding period of 1905. The 
balance of the total movement shows that the number of passengers 
that left the United Kingdom for places out of Kurope exceeded 
the number of passengers that arrived in the United Kingdom 
from places out of Europe by 178,098 during the seven months 
ended the 3lst July, 1906, as compared with a similar excess of 
137,592 during the corresponding period of 1905. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE, 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal ” is issued weekly at the price of 1d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 82, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 


India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade. subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &c. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall, Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland are on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony—A Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, " 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
Ist January, 1903. ‘lhe work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from10am.to5p.m. Special arrangements may be made for 
the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may be 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, S.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. he ‘‘ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘“ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 


Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 
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